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Title 

Risk analysis for oil and HNS pollution of the Marine environment in the 
Baltic Sea are.  
Submitted by: 
HELCOM Response 

Description of measure 
With the mandate of the 2007 BSAP an area-wide risk analysis for pollution of the marine environment in 
the HELCOM area was conducted with financial support from European Union. The project was named 
BRISK. BRISK was the first maritime risk assessment  that covered the whole Baltic Sea region. The 
project looked into the maritime risks and proposed risk reduction measures in the Baltic Sea region till  
end of year 2020. 
BRISK was utilised as the foundation for important risk reduction measures as well as investments in 
response equipment.  
 
A new and further forward looking risk analysis is needed, since many of the factors that affect the risk 
for shipping accidents and pollution of the marine environment in a given area have changed.  
The analysis should calculate and evaluate the risks related to the 2021 situation and prognosises for 
shipping traffic (ships’ sizes, cargo type, numerical number, pleasure craft effects on commercial 
shipping), new shipping routes as well as obstacles such as new bridges or the high number of new 
windfarms that weren’t planned or established at the time of BRISK. It should be noted, that after the 
BRISK analysis was concluded, the pollution response on the shore has become part of the Helsinki 
Convention and needs to be taken into account in the new risk assessment and in the recommendations 
following the assessment. 
 
Activity:  
[Drop-down list: Activity that the measure is addressing. Additional drop-down lists can be copy/pasted 
as necessary.] 
Transport – shipping (incl. anchoring, mooring)  
Pressure: 
[Drop-down list: Pressure that the measure is addressing. Additional drop-down lists can be copy/pasted 
as necessary.] Would recommend a category named “acute pollution” to be added to the drop-down 
menu. 
Choose an item. 
State: 
Hazardous substances 
Extent of impact: 
Area wide as all HELCOM CP can benefit from the output for 10-15 years. 

Effectiveness of measure 
High, as the new risk analysis will be the reference for work 10-15 years ahead. 



Cost, cost-effectiveness of measure: 
Highly cost-effective as the accumulated costs if all CPs have to conduct risk analysises in a national 
perspective exceeds the costs for an area-wide analysis. A side benefit of an area-wide analysis is there 
will be no questioning about objectivity. 
 
Feasibility: 
Risk analysis does not have very many project-related risks. The aim of an analysis can be described 
clearly, the analysis is conducted in dialogue with national experts within the relevant expertise areas 
and the chain-of-analysis can be described in a way that is easily understood by relevant audiences. 
Follow-up of measure: 
Contracting parties will benefit from the output in decisions about preventive measures to reduce risks 
or prioritisation of/among investments to handle consequences. 
Background material: 
To be issued.  
Note, that even without having background material for the decision, the experts that represent 
HELCOM CPs in Response WG broadly supported and none objected the need for a risk analysis. 
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